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Program 
Overview

• Certification program announced in 
2023 by the Massachusetts Department 
of Energy Resources (DOER)

• Builds upon the Green Communities 
Designation and Grant Program

• Provides a framework for meeting goals 
outlined in the Massachusetts Clean 
Energy and Climate Plan 

• 28 Certified Climate Leader 
Communities designated throughout 
2025



Program Offerings
• Certified Climate Leader Communities 

(CLC) have access to tools, resources, 
and up to $1.15M in grant funding to 
support:

• Energy efficiency measures; heating 
and cooling projects

• Energy management services

• Local energy generation on 
municipally owned property (i.e. solar)

• CLC dollars are critical to Brookline 
meeting our climate goals 



Program Requirements

Requirement Status

1. Be a “Green Community” in Good Standing ✔ Complete

2. Establish/Maintain a Local Committee to Advise, Coordinate, and/or 
Lead Clean Energy & Climate Activities

✔ Complete

3. Demonstrate a Municipal Decarbonization Commitment ✔ Complete

4. Develop a Municipal Decarbonization Roadmap ❑ Requires SC Adoption

5. Adopt a Zero-Emission-Vehicle First Policy ❑ Requires SC Adoption

6. Adopt the Specialized Stretch Energy Code ✔ Complete
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Zero-Emission-Vehicle First Policy 
• Policy that prioritizes the acquisition of zero-emission vehicles over 

vehicles powered by internal combustion engines that utilize fossil fuels 
where feasible 

• Emergency response vehicles are exempt from this policy 
• Draft Policy has been shared/reviewed with all Department Heads
• Policy will have minimal impacts to current operations 
• Town currently prioritizes acquisition of zero-emission vehicles where 

practicable



# of EVs in Fleet # of Hybrid 
Vehicles in Fleet

Light-Duty 
Vehicles

25 45

Medium-Duty 
Vehicles

8 0

Heavy-Duty 
Vehicles

1 0

EV & Hybrid Fleet Overview
 

• Brookline fleet includes ~390 
vehicles (not including Fire Trucks) 

• In 2022 – 1 fully electric vehicle in 
our fleet 

• Today – 34 fully electric vehicles in 
our fleet 

• Currently, ~30% of vehicles viable 
for electrification are all electric
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Municipal Decarbonization Roadmap
• Outlines strategies to eliminate GHG emissions from Brookline’s 

municipal buildings and vehicle fleet by 2050
• Produced in collaboration with our consultant (grant funded) & 

Building Department 
• Roadmap includes:

• Formal assessment of 22 public buildings & strategies to decarbonize 
• Analysis of 360 Town-owned internal combustion engine vehicles to 

identify best candidates for electric replacements

• Does not attempt to identify costs or funding sources (intended 
for planning purposes only)





Municipal Decarbonization Roadmap 
Findings 
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Actions Requested/Next Steps
Next Steps:
• Submit Climate Leader Communities Program application by December 

31, 2025 

The DPW respectfully requests that the School Committee vote to 
approve and adopt the Municipal Decarbonization Roadmap, and 
Fleet Management, Electrification, and Vehicle Replacement Policy.


